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NEW INDOOR TROPICAL BUTTERFLY ATRIUM TO TAKE FLIGHT  

THIS SUMMER AT HERSHEY GARDENS 

 Butterfly Attraction To Be Housed in New Milton & Catherine Hershey Conservatory  

 

HERSHEY, Pa. – Feb. 25, 2016 – Perched high atop a hill overlooking the famous 

town of Hershey, Pa., hundreds of colorful butterflies soon will have a new home for 

families to enjoy year round. Honoring their love of horticulture and preserving an 

enduring legacy, the new Milton & Catherine Hershey Conservatory at Hershey 

Gardens will transform the Gardens and be one of only 25 year-round tropical butterfly 

atriums in the U.S. The conservatory is slated to open mid-summer 2016. 

With sweeping views of the town of Hershey, Hershey Gardens and The Hotel 

Hershey, the new 16,000-square foot facility features a year-round tropical butterfly 

atrium. The conservatory also will be a prime venue for horticultural exhibits, 

weddings, special events and educational programming.  

“The new conservatory is a seamless addition to the 79-year old Gardens; together, 

they create one of the most beautiful, majestic places to enjoy nature,” said Mariella 

Trosko, director, Hershey Gardens.  “We’re excited to welcome families who visit 

Hershey to see this amazing new butterfly experience. With hundreds of varieties of 

North American and tropical butterflies, it will truly be a ‘can’t-miss’ addition to your 

Hershey visit.”  
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Early 20th century structures built for the Hersheys inspired the design for the new 

conservatory, which features the following areas:  

• Overlook Area – Will provide panoramic views of the town of Hershey and 

landmarks, including the original chocolate factory smokestacks.  
 

• Welcome Pavilion – The new entrance to Hershey Gardens, the Welcome Pavilion 

features a 37-foot ceiling that will suspend 60 stained glass butterflies made by a 

local artist.  
 

• Butterfly Atrium – Up to 600 North American and tropical butterflies representing 

200-300 species will live in a tropical environment with a soothing water feature. The 

Butterfly Atrium will be one of only 25 year-round tropical butterfly atriums in the 

country. A unique chrysalis cabinet, with innovative climate control technology, 

will enable visitors to watch butterflies emerge from their chrysalis. 

 

• Educational & Horticultural Wing – Will provide opportunities to expand 

educational programming with stimulating, immersive hands-on activities. 

Education stations in the Educational & Horticultural Wing will focus on the 

importance of butterflies in the ecosystem, the life cycle and senses of the butterfly 

and their migration patterns, and nature's fascinating use of camouflage and 

mimicry. The Educational & Horticultural Wing will also serve as space for 

horticultural exhibits, wedding receptions and special events. 
 

• Terrace – Guests can enjoy views of historic Swan Lake, Hershey Gardens and The 

Hotel Hershey.   

 

“A Nice Garden of Roses” – History of Hershey Gardens 

 

 The Milton & Catherine Hershey Conservatory is yet another addition to 

Hershey Gardens, which opened in 1937 as a 3 ½-acre rose garden out of Milton 

Hershey’s request to “create a nice garden of roses.”  

 Many other milestones have marked the expansion of Hershey Gardens which, 

today, is a 23-acre botanical garden that hosts 115,000 visitors annually. A non-profit 

entity of The M.S. Hershey Foundation, Hershey Gardens features 11 themed gardens, 

including a children’s garden.   

 With its mission to provide educational and cultural enrichment opportunities, 

Hershey Gardens offers a wide range of educational programs, all of which center 



  

around nature and the environment. In 2015, the Gardens hosted 4,000 students for 

educational field trips and classes.  

 For ongoing updates on the Milton & Catherine Hershey Conservatory, please 

visit Hershey Gardens on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram, or visit 

HersheyGardens.org.  

 Hershey Gardens will open for its 79th season on Thursday, March 24, 2016.   

 

#   #  # 

 

The M.S. Hershey Foundation exists to preserve and enhance Milton Hershey’s legacy and community 

vision and to provide educational and cultural enrichment to residents of Hershey. Hershey Community 

Archives, Hershey Gardens, Hershey Theatre and The Hershey Story, The Museum on Chocolate Avenue 

are operating divisions of the Foundation. MSHersheyFoundation.org. 


